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Personal Security is a prime
concern of business owners and
employees throughout the
Caribbean. When an employee
suffers a security incident at
their home, the business
suffers. That employee is often
not able to focus on work
because they are distracted by
recovering from the incident. In
addition, other employees are
also distracted because they
become more fearful about
their personal security. As a
result of the ongoing personal
security concerns we have
focussed this issue on home
security with several articles.

A common sound in every
Caribbean neighborhood is the
barking of dogs because many
families keep dogs as a form of
security protection. Our first
article in this issue of
SECURITY SOLUTIONS, looks
at Is the Family Pet enough
for Home Security.
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Physical Security of a home is not
only about steel bars and alarm
systems. It is also possible to use
shrubbery to enhance the physical
appearance of a home and at the
same time improve the security of
that home. Our second article,
“Three Bushes to plant for
increased Home Security”
identifies some plants that can be
used to improve the security of a
home.

How Safe is your Bedroom, is an
article that identifies a number of
potential safety hazards in the
bedroom.
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Increasingly we hear reports of
burglaries where there is no
sign of forced entry or breaking
in and people ask, how did they
do it. Our article “What is
Lock Bumping” outlines one
of the techniques being used by
burglars.

Protecting valuable documents
is one of the reasons people
choose to acquire a fire-proof
safe. Yet often after an incident
people discover that the safe
did not provide the protection
they desired. We have
therefore provided an article on
Choosing the Right Fire Safe
for your Home or Business.

To help customers better
understand the power of CCTV,
we have included an article on
Video Analytics Solutions for
Commercial Enterprises.

Brian Ramsey
Editor
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Is the Family Pet
Enough For Home
Security?

By Melissa Carey

There are some people that feel
their family dog is enough to
keep anyone out of their home
that has the intention of breaking
into the home and while that
might have worked in the past it
might not work today. Burglars
that are intent on breaking into a
home will find a way if the only
thing stopping them is the family
pet.

Dogs are loyal creatures and they
will protect their family without
a doubt and their home from
strangers or danger without a
second thought they will spring
into action. The problem with
using a family dog as a home
security system is that they are
not infallible. They are also the
family pet that is cared for and
loved by the family, this makes
them a part of the family that is
being placed in danger when it is
up to them to fend off burglars.
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The burglar is someone that
expects they might face a family
dog, no matter how big the dog
is, it is still a pet and will fall for
things that a well trained guard
dog might not, such as being
given food, found in the yard or
even put in a letter slot in a door.
This food can have something in
it to make the dog fall asleep or
even worse. This is something
that the dog would not suspect,
dogs by nature are trusting
animals when they are in their
own element. This is not what
anyone would want for their
family pet, what they are
thinking is that the knowledge
that there is a dog in the home
barking that could bite will chase
off the burglar.

The better choice is to protect the
family and the family pet with a
home security system, while the
family dog can assume it is them
that was able to chase off anyone
trying to break into the home.
The truth is the home security
system was able to both scare off
the would be burglar and at the
same time protect the family dog
and the home from the intruder.
Because when the truth is known
the family dog as fierce as they
might be still are like children to
the owners and need to also be
protected when the family is not
there to protect them.

This is what the home security
system can do, not only can it
prevent someone breaking into
the house that might hurt them it
can also protect them from fire.
When a dog or any family pet is
home alone they can be trapped
in a home if there is a fire, but
with a home security system the
fire alarm can go out to the
monitoring center. This means
the fire department will arrive
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faster and this is the family pets
only hope of escaping a deadly
situation.

The home security system makes
sense for so many reasons over
the protection the family pet is
able or should be expected to do
for the protection of the home
and family against a burglar.

About the Author

Home Security protection is number
one in the eyes of ADT home security
and Melissa Carey staying one-step a
head of home emergencies. ADT
Protection has long been a trusted
company by families and businesses for
protection against burglaries and other
emergencies.

Avrticle Source:
http://EzineArticles.com/?expert
=Melissa_Carey

If you are interested in
having First Aid
Training or Defensive
Driving Training for
your staff, contact
Amalgamated Security

Three Bushes to Plant For
Increased Home Security

By Bruce Kelly

Many home security solutions
are on the market today that are
designed to protect your home
from intrusion, monitor for
emergency events, and give you
the peace of mind that someone
is watching over your family. An
often overlooked area of home
security is the landscaping of our
homes.

Page 2 of 10



Planting a bush or shrub near
windows that are possible entry
points can be a big deterrent for
potential intruders. There are
many potential thorny shrubs or
bushes that can be used for your
landscaping. Three of these are
Berberis, Rosa Rugosa, and
Pyracantha.

A berberis bush is also known as
a Pepperidge bush or barberry.
There are over 400 species of
this shrub which all have thorny
shoots making it perfect choice
for secure landscaping. Berberis
plants have leaves that vary from
1 - 10 centimeters long with
thorns. Some species have leaves
that will turn color and fall while
others remain green all year long.
Different species will produce
either flowers or berries. Both
forms of this plant are a beautiful
addition to any home
landscaping. Consider the color
of the flower or berry to
determine whether it will be a
good fit for your home
landscaping.

Rosa rugosa is also known as
Japanese Rose, Ramanas Rose,
or Rugas Rose. This plant is from
eastern Asia and is a common
ornamental plant in North
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America. Rosa rugosa grows
very dense with tall stems and
straight thorns. It will grow to 1 -
1.5 meters tall. It has large leaves
and produces flowers that range
from white to dark pink in color.
This shrub will bloom in later
summer or autumn with a sweet
scent. Other common names for
this plant are saltspray rose and
beach rose.

Pyracantha, also known as
Firethorn, is a very common
plant used in gardens and
landscaping. It is originally from
Asia but many hybrid varieties
have been developed since its
introduction to North America.
This evergreen shrub grows very
tall with thorny leaves. A white
flower typically is produced by
firethorn accompanied with
berries in varied tones of yellow,
orange or red.

Landscaping adjustments should
never be considered your only
home security option. Adding
thorny bushes to your
landscaping should be used to
supplement your existing
security solution. If you do not
have a home security system
currently installed you should
consider investing in one to
protect your home, family, and
valuables.

Consider a home security
solution from one of the top
names in home security such as
ADT or Brinks. Investigate the
differences between the
companies to determine which
would be a better fit for your
home. Both companies offer a
home security system with
monitoring capabilities. ADT
offers pet-immune motion
detectors, wireless components
for easy integration into your
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home, and two-way voice
capabilities.

After you have secured the
interior of your home you can
focus on selecting your favorite
varieties of berberis, rosa rugosa,
or pyracantha. Bird enthusiasts
will delight in the fact that
pyracantha and berberis berries
are a treat to many small birds.
You can increase your home's
security while encouraging
wildlife in your landscaping
making this an excellent choice
for our homes.

About the Author

ADT home security is the leading
provider of home security systems in
the U.S. Help protect your home and
family today with ADT alarm systems
from the number-one name in home
security.

Article Source:
http://EzineArticles.com/?expert=Bruce
_Kelly

How Safe is Your
Bedroom?

By Leigh A Matelas

You probably think of your
bedroom as a safe haven, a place
where you can get away from it
all and relax. But like anywhere
else, your bedroom may contain
a number of potential safety
hazards. With a little care,
however, you can minimise these
risks and sleep peacefully at
night knowing you and your
family are safe. Here we explore
some of the hidden dangers and
what you can do to avoid them.
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Fire safety in the bedroom

The most common cause of fires
in the bedroom is smoking in
bed, as it's so easy to fall asleep
holding a lit cigarette. Smoking
in bed should be heavily
discouraged. However, if your
partner or another relative insists
on smoking in bed despite your
warnings, provide them with a
deep, heavy ashtray that can't
easily be knocked over. If your
mattress and bedding is very old,
check whether it is flame
retardant and replace it if it's not.

Candles are a wonderful way to
create romance in the bedroom,
but they are also a fire hazard.
Try using candle lanterns, which
are available in many shapes,
sizes and styles. These will keep
your candles safe even if you fall
asleep. Never use candles in
children's bedrooms or allow
them to play with them.

To protect your family from fires
at night, install a smoke alarm on
the upstairs floor, preferably on
the landing where everyone can
hear it. Smoke alarms cost very
little and can be found in most
DIY and electrical stores. The
batteries should be checked
every week and replaced once a
year. Keep a fire extinguisher on
the landing, too.
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If your property doesn't have
access to a fire escape, consider
getting a portable fire escape
ladder, which folds away for
easy storage in the bedroom. The
ladder hooks onto the wall
outside your window, allowing
you to escape from your room if
trapped by a fire.

Electrical equipment in the
bedroom

Most of us have bedrooms full of
electrical appliances - computers,
TVs, hairdryers, lamps, stereos,
and so on. We tend to assume it's
safe to leave them switched on
all night, and yet all it takes is
one old or poorly wired plug to
start a fire. Watch out for hot
plugs and sockets, fuses that
blow frequently, or scorch marks
on sockets or plugs, as these
indicate loose wiring that needs
to be fixed. Get an electrician to
check the wiring in your house
and to make sure your electrical
appliances are safe.

Don't overload electrical sockets
and adaptors, as too many
appliances plugged in at once can
lead to overheating. The total
current used by the appliances
plugged into the adapter should
not exceed 13 amps, or 3,000
watts of power. Never run more
than one appliance that uses a lot
of current, for example a kettle or
television, from one socket. And
don't place cables or plugs
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anywhere where they could get
wet.

When you're not using your
electrical appliances, switch
them off at the wall, unless the
appliance is designed to be on all
the time, e.g. an alarm clock.
Don't leave electric cables where
you could trip over them, and
keep electric heaters well away
from curtains, bedding and
furniture. Lastly, if you use
trailing sockets to move power
from a wall socket to another
point in the room, secure the
cable to the skirting to prevent
yourself or anyone else tripping
over it.

Other safety hazards in the
bedroom

Security is a further issue to
consider when it comes to
making your bedroom safe.
Many people put locks on their
ground floor windows but don't
bother with those upstairs.
Unfortunately a determined
burglar will be prepared to climb
onto a flat roof or up a drainpipe
to get into your house. So if your
bedroom window is in a
vulnerable position, get some
key-operated locks fitted. If you
have young children, you may
also want to install child-proof
opening restrictors to prevent
him or her from opening the
windows too far.

Most other risks in your bedroom
can be reduced with a little
common sense. Worn out carpets
or bedrooms full of clutter put
you at risk of tripping over in the
dark. Hot drinks should be
handled with care when sitting in
bed to prevent scalding. Finally,
cleaning your bedroom regularly
will prevent exposing yourself to
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the potential dangers from dust
and germs.

Leigh A. Matelas is a freelance
writer living in the UK. She
regularly contributes articles for
Taurus Beds, London's leading
supplier of new wooden beds

Article Source:
http://EzineArticles.com/?expert
=Leigh_A_Matelas

Doors - The Most
Important Home
Security Component

By William Hynes

When most people think of home
security, they think of alarm
systems, video cameras and
motion detectors. These are all
important tools that can be put
into a home security solution, but
the more important home
security component is something
that many never even consider.
The doors of your home are your
first defense against would-be
intruders and should be taken
into careful consideration. Here
are some tips that can help you
make sure that your doors are
secure.
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Be sure that doors are locked at
all times. Unauthorized entry can
happen when you are at home;
just as easily as when you are
away. By making a habit of
keeping your doors locked, you
can reduce the risk of someone
entering your home.

Choose doors that are made of
sturdy materials that are not
easily broken. Metal and solid
wood are the best choices. Doors
that have accents such as glass
panels should have double-keyed
locks to prevent a thief from
reaching through broken glass to
unlock the door.

Be sure that all entry doors are
protected by deadbolts, as well as
locking doorknobs. Even doors
leading from garages and
outbuildings should have double
protection. If someone was to
break into the garage area, the
rest of your home would be at a
lesser risk with additional locks
on the door to your home.

Place bars or cages over entry
doors that have large glass
panels. This can help to prevent
burglars from breaking through
the glass and entering your
home.

Sliding doors should always be
locked and barred, for extra
security. Even those on upper
floors can be accessed with
ladders or fire escapes. Be sure
that the door is not easily lifted
off its track.

Even if the entry doors of your
home are secure, be sure to have
sturdy locks on garages, sheds
and gates to keep an opportunity
from presenting itself to a
criminal. By keeping them away
from the entries to your home,

Experience, Technology, Expertise

you decrease the chance that they
will come up with a creative way
of entering your home.

There are may other things that
need to be taken into
consideration when handling
home security issues, but by
starting with securing your doors,
you can increase the security of
your home quickly. Having a
good door and lock system on
your home can create a first line
of defense that has the potential
to cause would-be criminals to
give up before doing any damage
or violating your personal space.

Should Your Home Security
Systems Be Monitored?

Home security systems can be a
major expense for many
homeowners. There are many
different options to choose from,
each with its own set of benefits.
Many companies who sell and
install security systems in homes
also offer monitoring services, at
a monthly cost. Many pass on
this option, thinking that it is an
unnecessary expense, but in
reality, having your home
monitored by professionals can
provide benefits that are well
worth the costs.

Benefits of a Monitored System

Those who choose to have their
home security systems monitored
will have protection for their
families around the clock.
Through the monitoring service,
help will be summoned when any
emergency situation arises, either
automatically or through the
push of a single button.
Depending on the system or
monitoring service, the specific
features vary, but they can
include:
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*Fire department calls through
monitor button or smoke alarm
monitoring.

*Police calls in case of burglar
alarm being activated or through
a panic button feature.
*Emergency medical service
calls through the alarm keypad or
through wearable panic buttons.
*Additional monitoring alerts for
carbon monoxide, which can be
relayed to emergency services.

These benefits are on top of
those offered by an unmonitored
system, such as theft deterrence,
audible alarms and video
surveillance.

Who Should Have Monitoring

While ideally anyone who has a
home security system installed in
their home should have some
type of monitoring in place to
maximize the effectiveness of
their system, there are some
groups that need it more than
others do. The elderly should be
sure to have monitoring systems
in place, as it can sometimes be
difficult for them to call for the
help that they need. Families
with young children should also
have monitoring options
activated on their security
system, to increase safety. Those
who spend large amounts of time
away from home should consider
monitoring, as well. Monitoring
can be a second set of eyes or
hands, summoning help for you
and saving precious moments
that could save a life in an
emergency.

If you have a home security
system in place or are
considering installing one in your
home, be sure to look into having
your home monitored. Though
the expense may seem frivolous,
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having that added security when
you need it will be well worth the
expense, if something should
happen. The safety of your
family and home, is certainly
worth more than a few dollars a
month.

Acrticle Source:

http://EzineArticles.com/?expert=Willia
m_Hynes

Amalgamated Security
provides a GPS Tracking
service with the most detailed
maps of Trinidad

What is Lock
Bumping?

By Jenny Schweyer

Lock bumping might be referred
to as lock picking's lesser known
cousin. It's an unfamiliar term at
best. It is, however, at least as
big a problem as lock picking,
and perhaps even more sinister
for what it entails. Bumping is a
type of lock picking. Instead of
using typical lock picking tools
though, all that is required is the
use of a bump key. It has, for this
reason, the potential to be much
more sinister than lock picking.

One of the biggest problems is
that few locks are immune from
lock bumping. This is because
most locks work on the same
principle. The most common
type of lock, found on every
home and business in the world,
is the pin-and-tumbler lock. To
understand how lock bumping
works, it helps to understand
how a pin and tumbler system
functions.
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Inside every pin and tumbler lock
is a cylinder (or key cylinder.)
Within the cylinder is a chamber
(the plug) containing stacks of
pins. The pins it contains vary in
length. When the correct key is
inserted into the cylinder, the
ridges or teeth on the key match
the pins inside. Rotating the key
causes the pins to spring apart
and the plug to rotate. This
rotation releases the latch from
the door jamb.

Trying to insert the wrong key
will produce one of two results.
Either the key will not enter the
cylinder at all, or, it will enter the
cylinder, but won't be able to
rotate the plug because the match
IS incorrect.

Old-school lock picking usually
requires a broad range of tools.
Lock bumping, in contrast,
requires only one special key. A
lock bump key looks like an
ordinary door key. It would be
unlikely to draw any suspicion,
were it to be used to gain illegal
entry to a home or business.

To the untrained eye, a bump key
might pass for a regular key. A
closer inspection, though, would
reveal that the teeth (or ridges)
and the notches are even. All of
the cuts, in fact, are made to
maximum depth. They may also
be referred to as "dummy keys"
or "999" keys. The number "999"
is derived from the fact that the
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cuts are all made to a depth of
nine.

Opening a door lock with a 999
key isn't as simple as simply
inserting and turning. It does take
a particular feel and a certain
degree of practice, just as old-
fashioned lock picking does.
What is alarming about lock
bumping is that only two tools
are required: a 999 key and a
small "bump tool." A would-be
criminal will draw much less
attention to himself with a bump
key than with a set of
locksmithing tools.

Two other major factors increase
the likelihood that home and
business or commercial property
owners will become the target of
a lock bumper:

1) Lock bumping can be learned
from the Internet. Unfortunately,
the World Wide Web is rife with
how-to video teaching this
practice.

2) Bump keys can be purchased
relatively easily over the Internet.
It's almost as easy as finding
how-to videos. Home and
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business owners are left in a
vulnerable position.

However, there are things
property owners to can do to
protect themselves:

* Use a deadbolt lock in addition
to a cylindrical or other type of
door lock. Deadbolt locks are
much harder to bump than other
types of locks. Using both types
has long been advised by
locksmiths and security experts
anyway. This is just one more
good case for doing so.

* Use an after market product.
Anti-bumping products can be
purchased at hardware stores and
online. They are almost always
worth the expense for the extra
protection they provide.

* Purchase anti-bump locks.
Many lock manufacturers have
come to recognize the magnitude
of the problem. They have begun
to produce locks with extra anti-
pick and anti-bump features built
right in.

By employing one or more of
these methods, property owners
may decrease their chances of
becoming victims of lock
bumping by fifty percent or
more.

About the Author

Jenny Schweyer is a freelance
writer from the Pacific
Northwest.

Schlage Locks: Setting the

Industry Standard: TIPS, HINTS
AND PRODUCT REVIEWS FOR
BUSINESS AND COMMERCIAL
PROPERTY OWNERS.

Article Source:
http://EzineArticles.com/?expert=Je
nny_Schweyer
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Choosing the Right
Fire Safes For Your
Home Or Business

By Randy Boulter

Fire safes are designed to protect
their contents from damage
during a fire. There are several
factors to consider when
choosing fire safes, with the
fireproof rating assigned to the
safe being the most important.

The fireproof rating gives and
indication of how well the fire
safes will protect the contents
from damage under actual fire
conditions. The rating is usually
expressed in minutes or hours.
For example, a 1 hour 350 degree
F rating means that the fire safes
have been exposed to a 1700
degree F fire for a period of 1
hour, and that the temperature
inside the safes did not rise
above 350 degrees F. The 350
degree F number is a low enough
temperature to protect documents
and other fairly durable items
from permanent damage.

If you need to protect more
delicate valuables or electronic
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backup media, there are fire safes
available that have a special
media rating. A media rating is
determined in the same manner
as a regular fireproof rating,
except that the temperature
inside the fire safes must not rise
above 125 degrees F. In
addition, since electronic backup
media is subject to damage due
to water, a media rating indicates
that the humidity inside the fire
safes will not rise above 80%
during fire conditions. The test
includes using water to put out
the fire.

Another factor to consider when
choosing fire safes is the
burglary rating. Not all fire safes
are burglary rated. The burglary
rating gives an indication of how
long it would take to break into
the safe. Usually specified in
minutes, the burglary rating for
fire safes gives the amount of
time that it would take an
experienced locksmith to break
into the safe using common
locksmith's tools. The higher the
burglary rating, the more secure
the fire safe.

There are a number of other
factors to consider when
choosing fire safes. One factor is
the locking mechanism that is
used to lock the safe. Available
types of locks include traditional
mechanical combination dials,
mechanical keylocks, electronic
keypad locks, and biometric
locks. The electronic keypad
type of locking mechanism is
much more convenient than the
mechanical dial or keylock type.
With an electronic keypad lock,
the user simply enters the
combination to the safe on a PIN
pad, similar to the ones used on
ATM and debit machines. This
causes the lock to release on the
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safe. Consider fire safes with a
biometric lock for even more
security and convenience. A
biometric lock uses a fingerprint
scanner to grant access to the
safe. The user simply places
their index finger on the scanner,
and the safe opens if the
fingerprint is a match.

Fire safes that use electronic
locks usually allow several
different users to be given access
to the safe. This feature usually
comes with the ability to view an
audit trail, showing who accessed
the safe and at what times. This
data is usually viewed on a built-
in display panel or uploaded to a
personal computer for viewing.

As you can see, there are a
number of factors to consider
when choosing fire safes. To
ensure that you make the right
choice, choose and experienced
safe and vault company to do
business with. They can help
you select the right safe for you
from among a wide variety of
fire safes.

About the Author

For more information on fire safes,
visit http://valuesafes.com

Avrticle Source:
http://EzineArticles.com/?expert=R
andy_Boulter
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Video Analytics
Solutions For
Commercial
Enterprises

Office complexes,
manufacturers, warehouses,
service firms, corporate
enterprises and more can all
benefit from video analytics.
Intelligent video software, when
used in conjunction with video
surveillance, can provide a
variety of functions to improve
the efficiency of basic
operations, increase safety and
security and much more.

Efficiency and Effectiveness

Video analytics is a growing
technology which greatly
increases the efficiency and
effectiveness of video
surveillance systems. Powerful
software is able to analyze video
pixel by pixel all in real time for
increased and quickened
information flows. Beyond in
depth analysis, video analytics
can also be used in transferring
information to those who need it
when they need it.

Built upon Internet networks,
video analytics is a powerful part
of a remote access security
network. Managers, security
personnel and employees can all
access the system from any
computer with an Internet
connection. This allows for
remote monitoring and
information gathering to occur at
any time, day or night, regardless
of where users may be.

For protection of this online
surveillance system, high level
encryption is utilized. This is
then combined with a multi-level
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password system which controls
who is able to do what with the
software, and keeps unauthorized
personnel out of the system all
together.

Improving Security

Security is important for any
security operation. The
intelligent software can keep a
close tab on restricted areas, for
example, and automatically
notify managers, security and
other required personnel should
unauthorized persons enter these
areas. Video motion detection
and other alarm triggers can also
be used to activate alarms during
off-hours, so your software is
providing 24/7 protection.

Many video analytics software
programs can also utilize object
recognition capabilities. Objects
are programmed into the
software, then should anything
happen to the object, such as it
becoming damaged or moved,
the software can recognize this
event and send out immediate
alerts so that appropriate action
can be taken at once. This is
especially helpful in
manufacturing plants and
warehouses which might have
important and high risk objects
which need extra protection.

Video analytics software can
even be programmed to
differentiate between normal and
suspicious behavior. Should
anyone be seen acting in a
suspicious manner, the software
can then notify required
personnel so they can keep tabs
on the situation and to keep the
situation from becoming a
problem.

Employee Management
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Employee management is
another area in which video
analytics can be very helpful.
This includes ensuring that
employees are following proper
procedures and standard
operating practices. The software
can also analyze employee
patterns so that management can
keep tabs on exactly what
employees are doing and when to
improve overall efficiency,
whatever your commercial
enterprise may be.

Improving Overall Efficiency
and Effectiveness

Whatever your operation, video
analytics can help you in
increasing your overall efficiency
and effectiveness. Keeping
detailed records and powerful
analysis of daily operations can
help managers to identify areas
of inefficiency, and develop new
methods to better complete the
company's mission.

The best part of all this is that the
software is able to perform all of
these functions automatically.
Your commercial enterprise can
save money in needing constant
and full monitoring of video
surveillance systems, as the
software can identify many
problems on its own. It also
serves as a powerful back up
system, picking up on things that
might be missed by employees
on their own.

Work can also be done off-site,
as needed, saving in travel times
and costs. This is another great
benefit which commercial
enterprises receive when using
video analytics technology.
Remote access is a powerful tool
and one of the many solutions
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that video analytics technology
provides.

About the Author

http://www.milestonesys.com is
is a global thought leader and
developer of open platform
network camera software. The
XProtect platform is easy to use,
robust and proven in more than
35,000 customer installations
around the world. Milestone IP
camera software is sold through
authorized partners in 90
countries.

Article Source:
http://EzineArticles.com/?expert=W
es_Fernley

Install Commercial
Photo Controls For
Lighting to Beef Up
Your Company's
Security

By Chris Robertson

Every business building needs a
substantial amount of light
during night hours for security
purposes. Commercial buildings
such as plants or warehouses that
cater to second or third shift
workers need adequate lighting
outdoors for employees as they
enter and leave the building and
parking lot or garage. But before
you rush out to look for lighting
solutions, consider installing
commercial photo controls for
better security and to save on
costs.

Commercial Photo Controls
Eliminate Hassle while Saving
Energy

As a business owner, you might
be tempted to install the first
lights you find such as bright
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flood lights or wallpacks, which
are small lights that hang flat
against a building wall. These
lights not only cause a lot of
glare, but also waste much
energy. You will likely need to
turn them on and off manually,
which can be a real hassle. Even
with lights that are set on a timer,
they'll have to be reset for every
seasonal change. The timer for
lighting won't always be
synchronized with dawn and
dusk, which wastes energy by the
lights being left on during
daylight hours.

Commercial photo controls differ
in that the controls work by
sensing natural light, and will
turn on automatically when the
sun goes down because of the
lack of natural light. When the
sun rises again in the morning,
commercial photo controls will
detect an increase of natural
light, and will subsequently turn
off automatically. This means
that once you install commercial
photo controls for lighting, you
won't have to worry about
turning the lights on and off
manually, or about setting a
timer for the lights at every turn
of the season.

Your business will save on
energy costs by installing
commercial photo controls
because the lights will remain on
only during night hours.
Commercial photo controls also
work with compact fluorescent
light (CFL), which saves even
more energy. Fluorescent photo
controls will extend the life of
bulbs, which can reduce lighting
expenses for your business
tremendously. CFL bulbs can fit
into existing light fixtures, and
they use less wattage for the
same amount of lighting when
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compared with traditional
incandescent lamps. CFL bulbs
also last much longer so you
won't have to change your light
bulbs as often.

Where to Install Commercial
Photo Controls

Develop a lighting plan that
maximizes security while
providing adequate lighting for
employees while entering or
leaving the building. Even if
your business doesn't operate on
second or third shifts, employees
will need sufficient lighting
when going out after first shift
once Daylight Savings ends
because it will get dark much
earlier.

The lighting should be installed
at every entrance/exit as well as
each window to deter burglary.
Burglars usually look for a dark
window or door where they can
easily access it without being
seen. The photo control lighting
needs to be out of reach so
burglars can't remove or destroy
your fixtures. Also, add plenty of
light throughout parking areas
and walkways. Light up
important signs as well as
outdoor break areas for
employees.

When installing lamps for
parking areas or walkways, be
sure to use shielded fixtures to
prevent up-light and glare.
Fixtures that are well shielded
help you light a larger area
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because the light is cast
downward and dispersed
sideways so the light will not be
wasted.

Before choosing a lighting
system for your business
building, be sure to shop online
at reputable lighting companies
such as Touch & Glow (R).
Online lighting stores carry
everything you need to install
adequate lighting at affordable
prices. You'll also find other
items such as touch lamps and
touch lamp controls, light
dimmers and switches, portable
lights, holiday light controls, and
other lighting products. Secure
your business today with
commercial photo controls!

About the Author
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provides a full range of

security services, which
include:

Cash Services
Electronic Security
Access Control
Data Storage
Courier Services
Guarding Services
Alarm Monitoring
Response Services
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